Innovative High Schools - Student Centers




COMMUNITY AND BELONGING

Student gathering spaces are a critical part of any
educational facility especially at the secondary level.

Not only can these spaces serve specific academic and
programmatic functions, they can shape and support a
students sense of well-being and provide much needed
opportunities to develop a student’s inter-personal skKills.
These types of spaces must allow for diverse activities
while inspiring differing learning and interpersonal styles
(introvert & extrovert).

Successful Student Commons, whether defined
programmatic spaces like the cafeteria or media
center, or unscheduled wide spaces in the corridors,
allow students opportunities to develop a sense

of independence in supportive environment. A
connection to nature and the outdoors, appropriate
sound attenuation, proper lighting/daylighting, varied
furnishings and finishes, and providing small and
large group areas are architectural features that are
considered in our design process.
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HAMPTON HIGH SCHOOL ‘BUSY BEAN’

Varied access to food/drink and flexibility in lunch times and
offerings are an increasingly important aspect of high school
design. Satellite food stations and unstructured lunch periods
offer students more independence in response to academic
and hunger demands.

In the recent media center addition to the Hampton High
School, a satellite cafe was strategically located adjacent to
the academic hub. The ‘Busy Bean’ is run by the schools Life
Skills students offering real-world experiences while providing
refreshments to students outside traditional lunch times.

As part of the District’s long term plans, an updated
food court and student commons along with additional
satellite cafes will be incorporated. With the expanded
program, students will be able to both schedule their
own lunch break into their academic day and order pre-
packaged meals for pick-up at one of the satellite café’s.
The program is also anticipated to have extended hours
offering food/drink choices for students who participate
in after-school activities.






